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honour with Weseloff to conceal their intentions, and there-
fore to accomplish the evasion from the camp (of which the
first steps only would be hazardous) without risking the
notice of the Khan.

The district in which they were now encamped abounded
through many hundred miles with wild horses of a docile
and beautiful breed. Each of the four fugitives had caught
from seven to ten of these spirited creatures in the course of
the last few days: this raised no suspicion, for the rest of
the Kalmucks had been making the same sort of provision
against the coming toils of their remaining route to China.
These horses were secured by halters, and hidden about dusk
in the thickets which lined the margin of the river. To
these thickets, about ten at night, the four fugitives repaired j
they took a circuitous path, which drew them as little as
impossible within danger of challenge from any of the outposts
or of the patrols which had been established on the quarters
where the Bashkirs lay; and in three-quarters of an hour
they reached the rendezvous. The moon had now risen,
the horses were unfastened, and they were in the act of
mounting, when suddenly the deep silence of the woods
was disturbed by a violent uproar and the clashing of arms.
Weseloff fancied that he heard the voice of the Khan shouting
for assistance. He remembered the communication made by
that prince in the morning ; and, requesting his companions
to support him, he rode off in the direction of the sound.
A very short distance brought him to an open glade within
the wood, where he beheld four men contending with a party
of at least nine or ten. Two of the four were dismounted at
the very instant of WeselofFs arrival; one of these he recog-
nised almost certainly as the Khan, who was fighting hand
to hand, but at great disadvantage, with two of the adverse
horsemen. Seeing that no time was to be lost, Weseloff fired
and brought down one of the two. His companions dis-
charged their carbines at the same moment, and then all
rushed simultaneously into the little open area. The thunder-
ing sound of about thirty horses all rushing at once into a
narrow space gave the impression that a whole troop of
cavalry was coming down upon the assailants ; who accord-
ingly wheeled about and fled with one impulse. Weseloff